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Are you a SODOMITE?
M

any Gays and Lesbians have been persecuted and made to feel
condemned because of the negative meanings attached to the words Sodomy and Sodomite from the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.

But what is a Sodomite???

The King James Version of the scriptures translates the Hebrew word
Qadesh as Sodomite. Today Sodomy has come to describe one kind
of sexual expression. However, if you use a Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance to look up the Hebrew word Qadesh, (it’s listed under number
#6945) you will find a more relevant translation. It means to be a male
or female cult temple prostitute, or to be the high priest of a cult. The
female version of the word is Qadeshas, or priestess. For example, part
of the religious ceremony in a fertility cult involved performing sexual
acts with a particular deity’s priestess to insure the prosperity of crops,
livestock and family.
Here is an old Testament passage that uses both the masculine and feminine words for Qadesh in the King James and more modern NIV translations:
Deuteronomy 23:17 (KJV) “There shall be no whore of the daughters of
Israel, nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel.”
Deuteronomy 23:17 (NIV) “No Israelite man or woman is to become a
shrine prostitute.”
The NIV version of this passage reveals the deeper meaning of the word
Qadesh. God was telling his covenant people that they were not to become
temple prostitutes, or in any other way serve another god. No Israelite was
to take part in idolatrous worship orgies, much less become the priest or
priestess of these false gods. They were to be holy and set apart for God
alone. The issue here is idolatry. The word Qadesh never refers to gay
people, the gay community, nor does it imply gay sex. Over time, we have
changed the meaning of the word Sodomite from a temple prostitute, to a
description of a certain kind of sexual expression.

Now, are You a Sodomite?
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Laying Down

the LAW

In the book of Leviticus there are two passages that are often used to condemn
homosexuals. They are found in Leviticus chapters 18 and 20 (NIV): Leviticus
18:22 “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.” Leviticus 20:13 “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them
have done what is detestable.

Leviticus 18:22

“Do not lie with a man as
one lies with a woman; that
is detestable.”
Leviticus 20:13

“If a man lies with a man
as one lies with a woman,
both of them have done
what is detestable.”

Leviticus was written about 1,686 BC for Israelites
to follow. It was the law, a way of defining what is
sinful. Leviticus contains other laws such as: Do not
mate different kinds of animals, do not plant your field
with two kinds of seed, Do not wear clothing woven
of two kinds of material.
In order to understand what this means to Christians today,
we must look at the New Testament concept of the law.

2 Corinthians 3:6 states we are administrators of a new
covenant (or testament) empowered by the Spirit of
God. Keeping the letter of the law kills, but keeping
the spirit of the law gives life. Galatians 5:14 says “For
all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” James 2:10 says: “For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
A person can’t misuse Leviticus to condemn a gay man if he hasn’t himself kept
the whole law. The Gospels declare that no one could ever keep all the law except Jesus. That is why we must receive him as our Savior from the laws of sin.
In the original Hebrew, Leviticus 20:13 and 18:22 are not talking about a
committed, love-based, same-sex relationship. The modern equivalent of
these scripture’s meaning is similar to prison rape to prove one’s superiority
over another. It’s an idolatrous form of worship that God called His people to
avoid. Christians don’t live by the Old Testament law. We are saved by the
grace of God established by Christ in the New Testament!
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David and Johnathan

a covenant love

David and Johnathan did not hide their relationship from God. If God did not
want David and Johnathan to love each other, He would have made it known.
Unfortunately, Saul and Johnathan are killed in a war. When David hears that
Johnathan is dead he begins to weep intensely and declare that the love he felt
for Johnathan was greater than the love he had for women (2 Samuel 1:26)!
David goes on to become Jesus’ fourteenth generation grandfather. David
was part of God’s plan to usher in the Messiah. God even states that David
was a man after God’s own
heart. Once David becomes
King of Israel, David keeps
his vow to Johnathan’s family and provides for them
after Johnathan’s death.
The Bible never clearly
states whether Johnathan and
David had sexual relations.
But the Bible never denies
it either. It does clearly state
that there was a strong love
between these two men, and
that it was not wrong.

David:
“... my brother Jonathan:
very pleasant hast thou been
unto me: thy love to me was
wonderful, passing the love
of women.”

David and Johnathan were two
people who loved each other
and were in a covenant relationship before God. They kept God in the center of their union, and God honored
them.

Is FAITH at the center of your relationship?
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Sodom, Gomorrah and bad neighbors

Long before the term Sodomy became affiliated with
homosexuality, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
were declared wicked by God and marked for destruction (Genesis 18:20) . Abraham wrangled with God to
encourage Him to have mercy on the land. Finally God
said to Abraham if you can find 10 decent people in the
whole area I’ll spare the cities.
In the midst of all this, Lot, who lived in Sodom, noticed
two strangers traveling through the town and offered to
put them up for the night (Genesis 19). These strangers were actually angels sent to destroy the city. The
townspeople hear about the strangers and come out ready
to scare the new people away. Lot sees the evil of the
townspeople and begs them not to hurt his guests. He
offers them his young pure daughters instead, hoping to
calm them down. Shortly afterwards, the angels blind all
the townspeople and tell Lot and his family it’s time to
go because God is going to destroy the city.
We are often told that Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed because the city-dwellers were all gay. That
would lead us to believe that all the men, women and
children of the town were gay. That means if Abraham could have found 10
straight people in the whole area God would have spared the town! Sounds
ridiculous doesn’t it?
Why did Sodom perish?
Ezekiel 16:49 says “Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride,
fullness of bread and abundance of idleness … neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy.” Jesus notes how inhospitable they were in Mark
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Fire an
Brimstone,
Sodom
and Go

nd

6:10-12. The city people are also accused of being adulterers and those that
go after “strange flesh” (Jude 1:7).

m
o

It seems the problem with Sodom and Gomorrah was their greed, pride,
laziness and general sinfulness. The presence of homosexuals in Sodom and
Gomorrah is never mentioned in the Bible.

Don’t I “YADA” you from
somewhere?
Genesis 19:5 “And they called unto Lot and said unto
him, where are the men which came in to thee this night?
Bring them out unto us that we may know them.”
There are two words commonly used in the Bible that
mean to “know.” To get a better understanding of what
these Biblical words mean, it’s helpful to use a Strong’s
Exhaustive Concordance. A concordance lists significant
words in the Bible and uses a number system to connect
them to their original Hebrew and Greek definitions.
Yada is Strong’s Concordance Reference #3045 and
Shakab is Strong’s Concordance Reference #7901. Yada
is used over 900 times in the Bible and nearly every time
it means “to become acquainted with someone.” Shakab
means “to lie down.” It can sometimes mean getting to
know someone in an intimate way. It can have sexual
connotation and applies to any two people who lie down together. It can also
mean to rape someone, take a nap, or lie down to die.

In Genesis 19:5, the Hebrew word Yada is used. It seems the people
of Sodom didn’t take kindly to strangers in the neighborhood. Maybe
they were prejudiced, or just an “exclusive” community. They were
definitely violent and out to harm Lot’s visitors. But they weren’t all
gay. Just evil. If they were gay, Lot wouldn’t have offered them his
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I, How can I - with all the mistakes I’ve made - come before a
Holy God?
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His
steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His
mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while
suffering, He uttered not threats, but kept entrusting Himself to
Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His
body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” (I Peter 2:22-24)

What should I do now?
“The Message is close to you, in your mouth and in your heart;
that is, the Message which we are publishing about the faith -- that
if with your mouth you confess Jesus as Lord and in your heart
believe that God brought Him back to life, you shall be saved.
For with the heart men believe and obtain righteousness, and with
the mouth they make confession and obtain salvation.” (Romans 10:
8-10)

Put your life in Jesus’ hands TODAY
The Potter’s House Church of the Living God
148 Lewis Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221
www.pottershousechurchny.com

